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Hope your summer is going well – despite the chip seal ordeal! It’s well worth it in the end, but for a while, especially with those super-melting sunny days, I bet you longed for a dirt road!

Here’s what’s going on in your city and District 3:

The Farmer’s Market is off to a grand start – so thanks to everyone who shops and socializes there. Vendors seem pleased, and we continue to get more and more applications. If you’re interested in volunteer opportunities, since I think this market will go on for years to come, there will be spots on the organizing committee, so feel free to contact Capitol View Farmers’ Market and get all the updates via the Web site or Facebook by visiting www.capitolviewfarmersmarket.org
If you’d like to go a step further and grow your own, the city is starting to support fruit and nut trees groves in neighborhoods. Sort of like community gardens, but a little more public. There is interest in the neighborhood to start some community gardens and maybe an orchard, so if you’d like to get started on that for next year, gather a group of 8 to 10 colleagues and I’ll help you get started.  Here are two Web sites to review for the basics. For orchards, which are being planned by volunteers in Wingra Park, Marlborough Park, Troy Gardens, and Eagle Heights Garden, visit www.madisonfruitsandnuts.org. For community gardens, visit www.cityofmadison.com/residents/communitygardens/index.cfm.

Other summer fun that I get a fair amount of calls on concerns backyard fires. Here are the rules for your personal “campfires.”

First: open burning of any kind without a permit from the Fire Department is strictly prohibited within City limits, but you fire pits and Clay fireplaces (Chimineas) - but with specific conditions:  1)The fireplace must be an assembly that includes a bowl or pit for holding the wood, a method of containing embers and sparks, and supports to ensure clearances to combustibles. The fireplace must have a set of user instructions. 2)Only dry wood is permitted. If anything other than dry wood is used, the Fire Department may respond and extinguish the fire and a citation may be issued. 3)The fireplace cannot be used within 15 feet of a building or lot line. 4)The smoke cannot create a nuisance (i.e., for other properties, travel, or the health of others). 5)The fireplace cannot be used on a wood deck, porch, or patio. 6)A fire extinguisher, garden hose, or other method of first aid fire control must be readily available. 7)The fireplace must be supervised AT ALL TIMES by a responsible adult. The fire must be completely extinguished before the fireplace is left unsupervised. 8)All spark screens must be in place. clay fireplaces (Chimineas) must meet all of the requirements listed above for outdoor fireplaces as well as the following: 1)Must have a spark arrester on the flue and a spark screen to cover the opening. 2)Do not use within (4) four feet of any combustible materials or in high winds. those are the written rules, but the City of Madison would like to encourage all residents to reach across fences and lot lines to ensure that these recreational fires are not creating a nuisance or health hazard to neighbors with respiratory ailments. If the Fire Department receives a complaint, they will respond and can, at the discretion of the Fire Officer, extinguish the fire &/or issue a citation for any violation of the above conditions.

While summer feels a little like kick back and relax time, it’s actually got a lot of rev up for the coming year’s budget and planning for 2011. Budgets are in development by city departments now and will be revealed for approval in the fall. Public hearings and e-mails to me are a great way to learn more about the budget and comment on it. When I get it, I will pull out germane projects for D3, and citywide ones that effect all of us. If you have ideas for improvements, please let me know and I can work to get them into the budget.

One big change for this coming year is: What to do About Overture? In late June, the boards and staff were able to successfully settle the Center’s debt with the banks holding the loans by offering to make a very large payment of generous donations from individuals and foundations ($15M) on the $27M debt and having the banks forgive the balance. The plan, which must be approved by the Common Council by this Fall, is for the city to take over the building for free and a non-profit organization will then run the facility. Free? Well, it comes at no purchase cost, but there will be costs to support it, of course. Today, as with the old Civic Center, the city provides about $1.4M each year for operational costs. Taking on the building means investing in its care and keeping – which is pretty minimal right now since it’s pretty new. But, as it ages, just like our own bodies and homes, it will require investment to keep it well functioning.  (I think we learned from the Downtown library that holding of maintenance is very risky!) Those costs may average about $800,000 per year, starting in 2015 or so. That means that the city would need to trim costs elsewhere to support the building. One possibility is that when Monona Terrace bonds are paid off, that those room tax revenues that are directed to the Terrace could be used (partly or in full) to care for the Overture Center.

I support the arts and the Overture. Beyond the fact that I think the arts are critical to a “real” city, the Overture is also a key piece of our economy - I’d be happy to share reports of its economic impact in Madison, which is considerable. If you have kids, most of them have gone to the free or low-cost performances there. If you’re a season ticket holder or a Broadway buff, you know the quality is very high for such a short drive and cheap parking! Let me know what you think and hope for Overture – we will be having many discussions at the Council about how we can or should support this part of Madison throughout the summer, before we decide anything this fall.

 
