UPDATE FROM ALDER CNARE 3/11/2011
Good morning, everyone, and happy (almost) spring!
 Despite all the action at the state level, your city has been working away on some long-term projects and some new projects! One of the long term projects is the re-writing of the Zoning Code, the rules and regulations that govern how land is used, from building types to uses in our city. It’s a bit like the Comprehensive Plan, except that it’s down n’ dirty detailed – to the point that your lot has specific regulations about it. Between our existing code reaching well into middle age and new and research-based trends in land use, a consultant was hired and a committee was established several years ago to gather viewpoints about how our city should grow and re-build itself to maximize livability, economic stability and flexibility well into the future.
 The first part was to write the rules and that draft has been completed. The second step is to apply the rules to the actual neighborhoods and lots all across the city. Only after both parts have been approved will the new code go into effect. As a district with new areas, the neighborhoods east of the interstate already exhibit many of the characteristics the city strives for – a mix of housing that is integrated, more convenient commercial nodes, and more sustainable neighborhood design.
 For our older areas, like Rolling Meadows, Heritage Heights, Hiestand and Burke Heights, there is not much change either, but there is one proposed change that I have serious reservations about and that is an allowance to build or allow mixed use or small commercial operations to  occur in residential areas on major road corner lots. At a recent Plan Commission meeting we learned about the difficulties of co-existence. While I understand the appeal of a small coffee shop or retail embedded in the neighborhood, when these operations are new to a long-established area, I think the proximity is too close and the disruption could be overwhelming, especially for those right next door. It makes more sense (to me) to  work with redevelopment and enhancement of existing or long planned commercial/retail sites. Let me know what you think! Some areas of the city will see rules that allow more considerable change – like the downtown area, which is still in discussion, will likely see more density and taller buildings allowed.
Overall the draft code has done an excellent job of preserving the diversity of neighborhoods in Madison – from more traditional “suburban” types to unique areas like the lake shore and Monroe or Willy St. areas.
 To see the draft code, please visit this link http://www.cityofmadison.com/neighborhoods/zoningRewrite/. A public hearing will be held on March 15, at 6:45 as part of the Common Council meeting. This is detailed, but fascinating stuff about why cities look and behave they way they do – hope you enjoy!
 On a macro level, the Comprehensive Plan takes a 30,000 foot level view of our city and designates uses and building types in more general terms. This is the first year we are amending our plan, an action that matches up changes to the plan that have already taken place and establishes a process for projects that may take place. The Plan Commission recently approved the two-part PROCESS to amend the plan. It did not amend anything like the grocery store proposal. This has been a point of confusion in the recent past and if you have any questions about the process, here’s a link to it: http://www.cityofmadison.com/planning/ComprehensivePlan/whatsnew.cfm
 This action affects you in that part of the Copp’s grocery store proposal’s approval process requires not only the standard neighborhood, plan commission, urban design committee and Common Council approval process, but also approval of an amendment to the Comprehensive Plan. While that project has not made formal application to do anything at this point, the developers will be submitting a letter to hold open their option to proceed by submitting a letter to the Planning Division indicating a desire to amend the Comprehensive Plan. This is a mandate from the recently established procedures for amending the plan. Please know that this step, like any steps with this or any project, is one of many and does not signal success or failure at the end of the process.
 Things to look forward to:
Traffic light at the corner or North Star and Cottage Grove Rd. will go in either very late in 2011 or very early in 2012. In the interim, Traffic Engineering has been requested to study the parking/traffic/pedestrian situation with such a popular business in the area. Some changes may occur to improve safety.
 Speed humps on Merryturn Rd. to quell the speeding to (we think) East Towne. Neighbors meet on March 16 to learn more and discuss at 6:30 at the east district police station.
 Capitol View Farmers’ Market starts up on Wed., June 1 at its same site.
2011 City Budget looks like it will be unchanged from what was passed by the Common Council in light of the State Budget proposals, but 2012 look very grim. I will hounding you for opportunities to hear what you think must stay and what could go as the 2012 budget development gets underway this summer.
Redistricting
Every 10 years with the new census data, communities examine and potentially re-draw legislative districts to balance population and demographic changes with legislative representation. The committee has been formed – it includes 4 alders (I am one of them) and three citizens. Madison’s projected population is 235,000 people and the east and west sides, as well as downtown, have experienced the most growth, which means we are likely to have a boundary shift that may shrink District 3’s size, moving the district eastward. In addition to population characteristics, the committee must consider natural or logical boundaries, like roads, and keeping communities of interest, like neighborhood associations, together. Learn more here http://legistar.cityofmadison.com/meetings/2011/3/10169_A_REAPPORTIONMENT___REDISTRICTING_AD_HOC_COMMITTEE_11-03-08_Agenda.pdf
Lastly, remember to vote April 5!
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